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sacrilege, and condoned high treason ". This was the criticism of a
partisan. But many besides partisans were becoming uneasy. The
repose of almost all the comfortable classes had, during the last five
years, been rudely disturbed : landlords, churchmen, lawyers,
brewers, all felt that the innovator was abroad in the land. And
many who approved strongly of the domestic reforms of the Liberal
Ministers were dissatisfied by their conduct of foreign affairs. To
the latter question we must now turn.
The year 1870-1871 is frequently accounted the zenith of the European
Liberal movement of the nineteenth century in England. It cer-Polltics
tamly marked the climax of the century upon the Continent of
Europe ; it witnessed the transference of the Italian capital from
Florence to Rome and the consummation of Italian Unity; the
consolidation of Germany under a great Federal Empire ; the estab-
lishment of the Third Republic in France ;1 the final assertion of
Russian claims in the Black Sea, and the promulgation of the doctrine
of Papal Infallibility by the Vatican Council. Such events, even
had they stood alone, could not have failed to affect the position of
Great Britain in the European economy. The sequel will show that
they did not.
With the movement which culminated in the union of north and Italian
south Italy under Victor Emmanuel we have already dealt.2 On ^
February 18th, 1861, a Parliament which was for the first time
representative of nearly all parts of Italy assembled at Turin. But
the work was still woefully incomplete. In the web of Italian Unity
there were still two gaping rents. The Austrians were still in
Venetia; French troops were still protecting the remnant of the
Temporal Power in Rome. The mending of both rents modern
Italy owes to Bismarck. Early in 1865 the Prussian Ambassador at
Florence approached La Marmora, the Italian Minister, with reference
to a possible combination of Italy and Prussia against the common
enemy, Austria. La Marmora wisely refused to put himself un-
reservedly into the hands of Prussia, and after the conclusion of the
Convention of Gastem (Aug. 14th, 1865), La Marmora sent an envoy
to Vienna to sound the Emperor Francis Joseph as to the possibility
of an amicable cession of Venetia to Italy. La Marmora offered to
pay a large sum of money, and to assume part of the National Debt
of Austria. The overture was haughtily declined by the Emperor*
His decision at this moment proved to be of crucial importance.
Had he accepted La Marmora's terms the whole course of European
history might have been changed. The Seven Weeks' War and the
Franco-German War might have been almost indefinitely postponed ;
Austria might still be a part of Germany, Alsace and Lorraine might
1 Proclaimed in 1870,                                                                  .          .       .
2 C/, supra, pp. 254-258.    In the following paragraphs I quote a few sentences
from an article of my own contributed to the Quarterly Review No. 431.